
Sermon Study Notes for August 19, 2018 

“First Things First” Part 4 – Haggai 2:10-23 

[Note:  Reflection and discussion questions are indicated in italics] 

Read verse 10.  Reflecting on the Pastor’s comments, have you ever 
seen God move swiftly, and accomplish something in a short time 
that seemed humanly impossible?  Like a healing from cancer? 

Read verses 11-14.  Another word for “consecrated” is _________.  
What, in your life, would you say you have consecrated to God?  
Are there things you should consecrate to Him, but haven’t?  What? 

 

You can’t “___________” other people with your own personal 
holiness.  You can’t spread holiness by religious practice, or by 
making people live according to any particular law.  Do you think 
parents ever try to do this with their children, hoping their kids will 
follow their practice and rules?  How well does that work?  Can you 
think of other situations where people operate this way? 

 

“To _______ is better than sacrifice.”  Do you think most Christians 
really believe this principle?  Or do many tend to make sacrifices 
and then think God should look the other way when they disobey? 

 

What God is saying to them is, “Don’t come to the temple (church) 
and expect holiness to somehow ______  _____ on you.”  But to the 
contrary, if you go to places that are worldly and corrupt, you can 
fully expect that corruption to spread onto you…and potentially 
______ you.  Have you ever felt that just being in church made you 
holy?  Is that true?  Have you ever experienced the world’s 
corruption getting onto you, or into you?  How did you respond? 

 

Read verses 15-19.  Have you ever experienced God causing your 
work or efforts to fail because you weren’t obeying Him?  Did you 
understand God’s purposes at the time?  What needed to change? 

 

God says “No matter how much you give of yourself to this, if 
your priorities are not right before Me, and you keep practicing 
your idolatry, no _____________ will ever come.”  Have you ever 
viewed Christianity as needing to work more, try harder, and do it 
all in our own strength?  Does that work?  Is that what God wants? 

 

The day we bring our lives into ______________ - in line with God’s 
purposes, and His kingdom, and what He is building - is the day 
that blessing will begin to be realized in our lives.  Does the 
parent-child illustration the Pastor used apply well to this principle?  
Was there ever a time when you used or were on the receiving end 
of this?  Is it an effective way to turn things around? 

 

Read verses 20-23.  Has God ever given you an assignment that 
felt too big for you?  That you struggled to perform?  Or even failed 
to perform?  Did you feel or know the grace of God along the way? 

 

Zerubbabel saw it through, and under his rule the second temple 
was completed in ______ B.C.  How does it feel to be able to finish 
a job the Lord calls you to do (e.g. serving as a teacher or board 
member or committee leader)? Have you ever thought that your 
service may have influenced thousands of people, down to future 
generations?  How does that idea impact you? 

Compare Jeremiah 22:24, and God’s words to Jehoiachin, to 
Haggai 2:23, and God’s words to Zerubbabel.  What is a signet 
ring, and what was it used for?  What did the Pastor say was the 
significance of this declaration by the Lord? 

Overall lessons to take away from our study of Haggai: 

1) Don’t be so absorbed with your own life and your own 
interests that you lose track of ___________ things.   
 

2) Don’t fall into the danger of looking _______, instead of looking 
forward. 
 

3) If we do not abide by the rules of the house, God – because He 
loves us – will never _________ what we are doing. 


