
Sermon Study Notes for July 29, 2018 

“First Things First” Part 1 – Haggai 1:1-5 

[Note:  Reflection and discussion questions are indicated in italics] 

Haggai is the first prophetic voice in Israel following their exile 
and captivity in ____________, which lasted for about ____ years  
(from 605 to 536 B.C.)  Who are the other two post-exile prophets 
in the Bible?  

Isa. 44:28 - “He [God] says of _________, ‘He is my shepherd, and 
will accomplish all that I please; he will say of Jerusa-lem ‘let it be 
rebuilt’ and of the Temple, ‘let its foundations be laid.’”  How long 
before this happened did Isaiah say this?  What does this tell you 
about God and His Word? 

 

God raised up the prophet Haggai to challenge His people to carry 
on with the work of ______________________ His house.  Did 
anyone ever say to you, “Get busy working!”?  How did those 
words make you feel?  Angry?  Guilty?  Resentful?  Embarrassed? 

 

Verse 1 names the “key players” in the book:  The King is Darius, 
the prophet is Haggai, the governor of Judah is Zerubbabel, and 
the high priest is Joshua.   

Verse 2 indicates, ‘These people (the Israelites) say, ‘The time has 
not yet come for the Lord’s house to be built.’”  Things are hard 
for the people.  They’re facing some adversity, and they’re 
disheartened about conditions in their country.  Are these valid 
reasons, in your mind, for failing to do work that God has told you 
to do?  Have you ever put off serving God?  If so, why?  

 

In verses 3-5 Haggai says, ‘Is it a time for you yourselves to be 
living in your paneled houses while this house remains a ruin?’  
Now this is what the Lord Almighty says:  Give careful thought to 
your ways.”  Why was the Temple so important to God, and to His 
people?  What do Haggai’s words suggest about the priorities of the 
Jews back then? 

The Lord makes it clear that blessings follow _____________.  On 
the other hand, curses or punishments follow __________________. 
(see Deut. 28)  Do we follow these principles in other areas of our 
lives?  Can you think of times or ways in your life when these 
principles did not work? 

 

The specific problem here was it’s been ____-____ years since 
they’ve even lifted a finger to repair God’s house.  Do you ever 
think you give more attention to your house than to God’s Church, 
and its ministries?  Would God agree? 

 

Haggai’s challenge: “You are far too wrapped up in thinking about 
____________, and providing for yourselves.  You have forgotten 
the Lord!”  Is our American culture today too self-centered?  Have 
we forgotten the Lord?  What about you personally? 

 

The natural tendency is for us to “hunker down” and grab for all 
that we can, to protect our ________, and protect our families and 
our homes.  Is it WRONG for us to think this way?  Can’t we justify 
protecting & providing for loved ones?  Where do we draw the line? 

 

We need to check how absorbed we are in our own ____________, 
and the ways in which we can get side-tracked from the Lord by 
the things of this world.  When is the last time you have done any 
serious self-examination of your life in this area?  Is it time today? 

The __________ things in life are not the most important things.  
How much do you wrestle with the struggle the Pastor described? 

Haggai challenges the people, “Consider your ways!” (v. 5) Can 
you say, “This is for ME…right here, right now.  This is a 
challenge to ME!”?  Would you say that God is getting the first 
place, the highest place in your life?  Or does He get “leftovers?”  

 

“Am I giving God His _____?”  How do you honestly answer this?  


