
Sermon Study Notes for May 6, 2018 

Gen. 12:1-5; Acts 3:24-26 – “The Blessed and Blessing Church” 

[Note:  Reflection and/or Discussion questions are indicated in italics] 

1. God _____________ us! 

The Hebrew word for blessing is the word “berakah” and it means,    

“the active dispensation of God’s good will or grace, which results in 

prosperity and happiness and health and peace.”  Name (or write down) 

some of the ways in which you feel God has blessed you. Would you say 

that these have helped you to experience “Shalom” in your life? 

 

The greatest blessing of all is simply to _________ God. Do you tend to 

think of your blessings mostly in physical and material terms?  Do you 

see that tendency in our society as well?  Why does that happen? 

 

“_____ Jesus, no peace.  ________ Jesus, know peace.”  What that is 

saying is, you can never experience true blessing and peace in this life 

without a relationship to Jesus Christ.  If this is true, what do we say to 

someone who is a “happy unbeliever” and has a peace without Christ? 

 

The Bible says (Philippians 2) that the day is coming when every person 

will ________ or ______ at the appearing of Jesus Christ.  How do you 

think most non-Christians would react if you told them this?  Is this 

something that we should, or should NOT share with unbelievers? 

 

Ezekiel 18:4 says “The soul that sins shall ______.”  The Barna Research 

Group recently reported that, among confessing Evangelicals in the US, 

55% believe that their personal sin is not bad enough to send them to 

hell, and 74% believe that small sins do not warrant punishment by God. 

Does this surprise you? What do you believe in this regard? 

 

2. We are blessed to be a ______________.   

 

A. The first and most important person to bless is ______ himself.     

Do you agree that praise is the “highest and noblest activity” of the 

Christian life?  How high a place does this have in YOUR life? 

 

B. The second group of people we are called to bless is those of our 

own ___________, including the family of God’s people.  What did 

the pastor say was the New Testament word for “bless?”  What is 

the significance of that for us?  Read Ephesians 4:29 for an idea. 

 

 

Psalm 133 says, “How good and how pleasant it is when brothers 

dwell together in unity…there the Lord bestows His blessing, even 

life forevermore.”  Do you dwell in real unity with other Christians? 

 

C. The third group of people we are to bless is the _______________ 

and the ________.  Have you had experiences of being blessed by, or 

being a blessing TO people that were complete strangers to you?  

Share a story of what happened. 

 

“So Abram left, as the Lord had told him.” (v. 4)  Abram was willing to 

_______ the word of the Lord!  What have you “left behind” in order to 

follow God, and to obey His call upon your life?  Are you ready to do that 

now?  If not, what is holding you back? 

 

There is a kind of “_______ of blessing” going on here – God blesses us, 

and we bless Him in return.  What does this pattern suggest to you?  Do 

you believe it’s true that the more we bless, the more we ARE blessed?  

What do you think might happen to Christians who never bless others? 


